
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Important - Child’s Details - Please 
can you ensure your child’s address, 
contact telephone numbers, medical 
and dietary details are up to date. To 
update your child’s details please see 
the school office for a paper copy of 
the required form. 
 
School Communications - If you are 

not receiving school communications 

by email or text, please inform the 

school office. Please can parents and 

carers ensure that contact telephone 

numbers and emails are up to date 

and medical conditions too. 

Breakfast Club - We continue to offer 

a breakfast with childcare from 8:00 

am to the start of the school day and 

this is £2 per session per child. 

                 

Reporting Absence 

Please can you inform us via email or telephone before 9am if your child is going to 

be absent. You should report your child’s absence everyday they are absent. If they 
have sickness and/or diarrhoea, they must remain at home for 48 hours after the last 

bout of sickness or diarrhoea. If you do not report your child’s absence by 9.30am, it 

will be registered as an unauthorised absence. Please contact the school office if you 

have any queries.  

Punctuality 

Please remember that school starts at 8.50am and children should arrive by then to 

ensure that they are settled in class to start the school day. Children arriving after 

9.05am will be registered as late and after 9.15am, unauthorised late. 

Attendance 

A big thank you for sending your children to school every day possible; please keep 

this going in the lead up to the Christmas, so that our school attendance remains in 

line with or above the national average. 

 

 Dear Parent / Carer 

The new school year has started smoothly and after two and a half weeks we have already enjoyed some fantastic 
events in school, with more planned. The most recent was the food share in the school allotment last Saturday; it was 
lovely to see so many families help out and be able to take some produce home to cook with. Last Wednesday I was 
also able to take three children to the Northumbria in Bloom award ceremony where the allotment was awarded 
both Gold standard and best school allotment in the region; we have now been awarded 'best in class' for four years 
in a row and it demonstrates the hard work of our pupils and of Ron and Barry who look after the allotment for us 
when the children are not here. 
 
On another positive note we have trained 10 children playground leaders and they will be taking it in turns to set up 
games for the younger children in school during playtime. This week we are developing team building skills without 
older children and they will be running sessions in PE time for the younger classes. Giving our children opportunities 
to take on small responsibilities and to look after one another is really important as it helps foster the values of 
community, independence and respect which are central to our school. 
 
The Parent, Teachers, Friends Association (PTFA) made a brilliant start in the summer term and they are going from 
strength to strength with their fundraising and activities to help the school. The next planned event is the autumn 
disco, if you would like to help out with this or join in with some of the activities they have planned for the future 
please call into the office and we can provide contact details. 
 
Some of you, who have lived in area for long time, might be aware that this year is the 60th anniversary of the 
opening of Gilesgate Junior School. To celebrate, the PTFA is working with us to hold a winter fair on Saturday 
30th November, more details will be provided nearer the time but I'm sure it will be a great event which will lead into 
December and the Christmas performances. 
 
Thank you all for the support that you give to our school and the amazing children who attend here. 
 
Kind regards 
Mark Turner 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y7 Applications–September 2025 

Parents can make their application 

for Secondary School online by 

visiting  www.durham.gov.uk/school

admissions The Closing Date for 

Secondary School Applications is the 

Thursday 31st October 2024. 

 

Important Dates  

Wednesday 2nd October – Y4/5 Gymnastics Festival afternoon 

Friday 4th October – Y5/6 Hardwick Park Trip 

Thursday 10th October – Y1 Gymnastics Festival afternoon 

Monday 14th, Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th October – PTFA Swap Shop 3:20 
– 4 pm   
Wednesday 16th October – Y4/5 Seaham Beach trip 

Wednesday 23rd October - PTFA Autumn Disco 3:20-5 pm 
 

Monday 28th October – Autumn Half Term return to school Tuesday 5th 

November 

Thursday 31st October 2024 - closing date for Secondary School Applications 

Weds 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th November PTFA four part make-and-sell workshop Y1-

Y6 afterschool club 

Wednesday 13th November – Flu Vaccine Day 

Friday 15th November – Children in Need day non-uniform 

Friday 29th November – Y1-Y6 Panto Day afternoon 

Saturday 30th November – PTFA Winter Fair 

Wednesday 4th December - Christmas Lunch Reception – Y6 

Wednesday 4th December – Christmas Jumper day – Nursery – Y6 

Friday 6th December – Y1&Y2 Beamish Museum trip 

Thursday 12th December – Y1-Y6 Christmas Performance 9.30am 

Friday 13th December – EYFS Concert 9.30am 

Friday 13th December - Y1-Y6 Christmas Performance 2.00pm 

Tuesday 17th December – EYFS Christmas Party N2 &N3 morning and Reception  

Tuesday 17th December – Year 3 and Year 4 Christmas Party afternoon 

Wednesday 18th December – Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas Party afternoon 

Thursday 19th December – Year 5 and Year 6 Christmas Party afternoon 

Friday 20th December – Last day of term  

Monday 6th January 2025 – Return to School 

Wednesday 8th January – Y5/6 Nissan Trip 

Wednesday 15th January 2025 - Reception September 2025 closing date.  

 

PE Days for Autumn Term 1 
 
Monday 
Year 2 
Year 3/4 
 
Tuesday 
Year 1 
Year 3/4 
Year 4/5 
Year 5/6. 
 
Wednesday 
Year 4/5 
 
Thursday 
Reception 
Year 1 
Year 2 
Year 5/6 Swimming 
 
Friday 
Nursery 
Year 3/4. 

 

Reception and Nursery Places – 

September 2025  

To apply for a Reception place for 

your child to start in September 

2025, please complete the 

application form on 

www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmis

sions  

Closing date is Wednesday 15th 

January 2025.  

Our Nursery also has availability 

please contact the office for 

information.  

 

Autumn Term – Information and Important Dates 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.durham.go.uk/schooladmissions


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Post Box 

Our Christmas post box will be available from Monday 

25th November to Thursday 19th December. Please 

remember to include the year group on the envelope.              

 

Outdoor clothing   

Could all parents and carers ensure that all children 

come to school with a suitable outdoor coat as we are 

outside in all weathers. Please write child’s name on 

all items. When possible please send hats, scarves and 

gloves too. 

       Children in Need – Friday 15th November  

To raise money for Children in Need we will be 

holding a non-uniform day on Friday 15th November. 

Suggested donation £1 per family.  

                

 

Beauty and the Beast at Durham Gala Theatre  

It’s nearly that time of year again (oh no it isn’t). 

Our Year 1 to 6 children will have the 

opportunity to enjoy Panto at the Gala Theatre 

in Durham.  Uniform is to be worn with 

comfortable shoes. The children are attending 

the afternoon performance on Friday 29th 

November and will arrive back to school 

approximately 4.30pm.  

 

Road Safety and Parking  

Reminder - the school car park is for STAFF only. If 

parents or carers are found to be using the staff car 

park, vehicle details will be forwarded to Durham 

County Councils Parking Enforcement Team. Also, 

please can you ensure that the drive entrance is 

kept clear for access and the safety of families 

arriving and leaving school. Details of vehicles who 

block the entrance will be forwarded to DCC Parking 

Enforcement Team and will result in fines being 

issued.  

 

Durham Gilesgate PTFA 
Our amazing PTFA have some fantastic events and 
activities planned, for more details please see their 
attached newsletter. 
 
Mon 14th, Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th 
October – PTFA Swap Shop 3:20 – 4 pm   
 
Wed 23rd October - PTFA AUTUMN FANCY DRESS 
DISCO, 3:20-5 pm 
 

Saturday 30th November – Winter Fair 

  

After-school activities: 

Y1-Y6 – Wednesdays 6th, 13th, 20th, 
27th November (4 part make-and-sell workshop) 

 

 


